
Age

< 24 mo. by

Nov. 1, 

2011?

Congenital

Heart Disease 

or Chronic Lung 

Disease?

Gestational 

age at birth 

≤ 28 weeks 

Gestational 

age at birth 

29 – <32 

 weeks 

Gestational 

age at birth 

32.0 to

< 35 weeks 

No No No No

No

Requires 

medical 

therapy
See Note 1,2,3

No

Yes

Yes

< 12 mo of 

age on date 

of request

Yes

< 6 mo of 

age on date 

of request

Yes

Born after 

8.1.2011
No

      At least 1 of 2 Risk 

    Factors below present:

Infant attends childcare

                  OR

One or more sibs or other   

children < 5 yrs live   

    permanently in child’s   

             household

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Approve for first season of treatment:

up to 15 mg/kg (actual weight on date of injection) monthly,

maximum of 5 doses (per manufacturer and national guidelines),

to begin no sooner than November 1, 2011 and end no later than March 31, 2012 

(which provides protection into April)

No

No

Remains 

investigational, 

established. 

Do not 

approve.
(see note 4)

Lane OHP Synagis (palivizumab) prior authorization guideline
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Notes:
1. Congenital Heart Disease cases are appropriate for RSV prophylaxis if hemodynamically significant, including infants on medications or oxygen to 

control CHF, moderate to severe pulmonary hypertension, or cyanotic heart disease.  This does not include small ASD, VSD, PDA, coarctation, 

pulmonic stenosis, uncomplicated aortic stenosis, mild cardiomyopathy, or lesions corrected by surgery.

2. Chronic lung disease cases appropriate for prophylaxis include the following conditions when needing oxygen or medical treatment within 6 months of 

beginning prophylaxis: bronchopulmonary dysplasia, interstitial pulmonary fibrosis, fibrosis of prematurity, Wilson-Mikity Syndrome, chronic respiratory 

disease of prematurity, cystic fibrosis, asthma, or similar conditions.

3. Medical therapy must have been received within 6 months before the start of  the RSV season.

4.. Requests for exceptions must include published documentation of effectiveness and estimation of cost-effectiveness for the member's condition.

Should receive prophylaxis 

only until 90 days of age  OR

a max of 3 doses (whichever 

comes first)

Yes

Congenital 

abnormal airway 

or 

neuromuscular 

disease
See Note 2

< 12 mo of 

age at Nov 

1st start 

date?

Yes


